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Proposed County Ordinance Could Limit Your Use Of
Your Property!

At a Richland County Public Hearing held Tuesday, February 24 2009, it
became evident that many North Springs residents may be adversely affected by
a proposed County ordinance that would create and require compliance with
numerous water quality rules for property within 100 feet or more (“Buffer
Zones”) of certain bodies of water. The proposed ordinance is supposedly
designed to bring the County in compliance with the Federal and State water
quality regulations. For example, property within 100 feet of Lake Napier and
principal creeks within the subdivision would be affected. As currently written,
unless the County approves a property owner prepared, submitted and funded
waiver, owners could not build on or fully use or maintain property within a
“buffer zone”. Absent an approved waiver. removal of trees, planting of gardens
and use of certain grass fertilizers and other activities on a single-dwelling lot
within a “buffer zone” would not be allowed. If implemented, as currently
written, the County ordinance will clearly reduce affected property utility and,
perhaps, the economic value of both affected and nearby unaffected properties.
The County has indicated no reimbursement or other offsets for adverse
property impacts caused by the proposed ordinance.

Current Status.

Fortunately, cooler heads prevailed at the County Council meeting (after
listening to some 40 citizens speak who opposed adoption of the proposed
ordinance, including North Springs representatives.) A motion was made and
approved to send the draft ordinance back for update and a public “round-table™
review session. The Council indicated that North Springs and other Richland
County subdivisions should be invited to attend and speak at this review, and
the revised ordinance will be published on the County website.

The Proposed Ordinance Is Not Dead, Merely On Hold.
While no one disputes the need for improved water quality, North Springs
residents are encouraged to:
(1) Learn about the proposed ordinance by going to the Richland County
website and discuss it with North Springs Board members County
elected officials
(2) Support final ordinance exemptions (as opposed to opportunity to apply
for a waiver) for single family dwellings and sub-division common
property.
(3) Suggest to County leaders that appropriate fines and punishments be
imposed for those who violate water quality standards.
The County should not try to improve water quality by imposing
restrictions that deny traditional rights to property owners.







